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Dear Thrive For Life Community, 

Christ’s Peace! 

This past year, I had the privilege of traveling to Latrobe, PA for my yearly retreat 
with the Benedictine monks at St. Vincent’s Archabbey. While taking a long afternoon 
walk around the St. Vincent’s College campus, I stumbled upon the museum building 
dedicated to the late Fred Rogers. I learned quickly that I was retreating in his hometown. 
I was immediately flooded with childhood memories of his colorful cardigan sweaters, 
puppeteering, and the many insightful conversations with Mr. McFeely.  As I perused 
through his voluminous collection of writings and audio recordings, I was struck by a 
particular comment he shared about his own early childhood experience: “When I was a 
boy and I would see scary things in the news, my mother would say to me, ‘Look for the 
helpers. You will always find people who are helping.’”

We are acutely aware that the United States of America continues to lock up more men, 
women, and children behind the prison walls per capita than any other country in the 
world. We are bombarded each day with news about the spike in crime throughout our 
major cities. One cannot escape the vast array of public opinion about the drug epidemic 
that plagues our streets. And yet, we are still reminded, “whatever you did for the least 
of these, you did for me” (Matthew 25:40). These words of invitation from our Lord 
summon forth the loving and generous people we were all created to be. 

Within these pages you will encounter the helpers of our day, those who commit 
themselves to the transformation of lives behind and behind the prison walls. These 
helpers understand the depth of the sanctity of each and every human life, despite what 
anyone has done or failed to do. 

“Even more, by your Spirit you move human hearts that enemies may speak to each 
other again, adversaries join hands, and people seek to meet together. By the working 
of your power it comes about, O Lord, that hatred is overcome by love, revenge gives 
way to forgiveness, and discord is changed to mutual respect.” (Eucharistic Prayer for 
Reconciliation II). 

Thank you for helping. May God continue to bless you for your generosity toward our 
mission this coming year! 

In Christ, 

Fr. Zachariah F. Presutti, SJ 

Thrive For Life
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Thank you to the dedicated 
volunteers who accompany our 
brothers and sisters behind and 
beyond prison walls.

Thrive For Life
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Accompanying Women Returning from 
Prison with St. John’s University
 

This past summer, Thrive For Life welcomed 
Fr. Brian Shanley, OP, President of St. John’s 
University in Queens, NY to visit our Ignacio House 
of Studies in the Bronx. Moved by the transformation 
of our resident scholars continuing the good work of 
college education, Fr. Shanley and his team agreed to 
partner with Thrive For Life to launch a brand new 
Ignacio House in the Diocese of Brooklyn, to launch 
the nation’s first transitional living community for 
returning female students. 
	 While receiving a continuity of care through a 
holistic suite of supportive services, resident scholars 
will continue their studies at St. John’s in a variety of 
degree-bearing programs on scholarships generously 
provided by the university. Special thanks are owed 
to Vice Provost Dr. Andre McKenzie, Professor Judith 
Ryder, and Professor Joanne Carroll for their diligent 
efforts to make this partnership a reality! 

expansi   n	

New University Partners 
 

Growing our network of universities, we welcome Marquette 
University, the University of Wisconsin, St. John’s University, Cornell 
University, and Georgetown University.  

New Faith Community Partners
 

Thrive For Life engaged over 200 faith communities in the Diocese of 
Brooklyn, Archdiocese of New York, and Diocese of Rockville Center. These 
communities provide mentors and volunteers, in addition to resident 
scholar sponsorships, second collections, and other fundraising. 

New Correctional Facilities
 

Our spiritual mentors will visit even more prisons and jails than prior to 
COVID-19 in New York, New Jersey, and Wisconsin!

Washington DC

New Orleans

St. Louis

Bringing Ignacio House to Milwaukee, WI
 

Thanks to the partnership of Marquette University, Thrive For Life will 
accompany returning citizens who are continuing the good work of college 
education as they pursue degree-bearing programs at Marquette’s 
Education Preparedness Program (EPP). 
	 Spearheaded by Dr. Theresa Tobin and her team, EPP provides 
transformative academic support and career building resources for 
incarcerated and recently released students. The Capuchin Franciscan 
Friars have generously provided a former convent which will serve as the site 
of our house of studies, capable of supporting 15 resident scholars.

*photo of Marquette University

To Where Shall We Go?
 

Over the last year, we have engaged 
numerous prospective university, faith, 
and community partners to bring our 
successful Ignacio House of Studies model 
to other geographic regions. In the coming 
year, Thrive For Life will pursue expansion 
initiatives in St. Louis, New Orleans, and 
Washington, DC. 



c   mmunity Expanding Faith Community Partners
Over the last year, our spiritual care team has worked 
hard to foster new faith community partnerships 
throughout the New York metropolitan area. Expanding 
our reach to 200+ parishes in these regions, we now have 
unprecedented access to communities deeply affected 
by incarceration, allowing us to accompany not only our 
brothers and sisters behind the walls, but their families 
and loved ones beyond the walls.

Expanding University Partners
In 2020, the U.S. Congress restored Pell Grants 
for incarcerated students, making an estimated 
436,000+ individuals eligible for funding to 
continue their college education. Our university 
partners are taking the lead in this endeavor to 
expand the reach of college education behind 
the walls. 
	 This year, we welcomed several new 
university partners including Cornell, 
Marquette, the University of Wisconsin, 
St. John’s, and Georgetown into our 
community. Looking to our next target regions 
for expansion, Thrive For Life is in advanced 
exploratory conversations with Loyola 
University-New Orleans, St. Louis 
University, and Washington University-
St. Louis to bring our continuity of care to 
more communities throughout the country. 

Building Community across the United States 
Through our national network of university, faith, and community partners, Thrive 
For Life is able to provide a continuity of care to our returning brothers and sisters as 
they strive for permanent and successful reentry into society. 
	 Each partner provides a crucial contribution. Universities providing courses 
behind and beyond the walls sow the seeds of transformation through the life-
changing power of education. Faith communities generously support the fundraising 
efforts of Thrive For Life and provide us with a foundational network of mentors. 
Additionally, local employment, housing, and organizational partners offer a range 
of services and opportunities for returning citizens to maximize successful and 
meaningful reintegration into society.

First Family Retreat Beyond the Walls
On March 20th,  over 200 people gathered at Our Lady of Sorrows, in Corona, Queens, 
for our first family retreat. The product of purposeful community building with our faith 
community partners, we launched a brand new initiative to accompany the loved ones of 
our incarcerated brothers and sisters.  In the tradition of St. Ignatius of Loyola, Fr. Zach 
guided the retreatants in a meditative examen to remember moments in which God has 
healed and transformed their lives.
	 Bishop Robert Brennan of the 
Diocese of Brooklyn celebrated Mass, 
offering special intentions for our brothers 
and sisters behind the walls. In his homily, 
His Grace reminded us of the Gospel’s call 
to accompany those cast to the margins 
and reiterated the fundamental and 
inviolable  human dignity of all persons. 
Thrive For Life looks forward to hosting 
more of these retreats as we expand our 
network of faith community partners both 
here in New York and around the country.



transf   rmation
Transforming Lives Behind & Beyond the Prison Walls
The journey of transformation begins behind the walls where Fr. Zach and teams of 
spiritual mentors provide quality meditative resources for an examined life rooted 
in the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola to our incarcerated brothers and 
sisters. Through this accompaniment, our brothers and sisters discern a sense of 
purpose in life, recognizing their inviolable human dignity and worth. From purpose 
flows other graces, namely leveraging the power of education. While completing their 
studies, our resident scholars receive a continuity of care at our Ignacio House of 
Studies, discerning their next chapter in life through mentoring and guidance which 
leads to placement in gainful employment and permanent, affordable housing. 

In May of this past year, Thrive For Life celebrated the culmination of our first 
graduate’s journey of transformation—Jerrel. 

Discernment of Purpose 
Meeting Fr. Zach and mentors at the Manhattan 
Detention Complex, Jerrel was a regular participant in 
our spiritual retreats where he grew closer to God and 
discerned a sense of purpose through the meditative 
prayer and reflection in the tradition of the Ignatian 
Spiritual Exercises. 

Life-changing Education 
Realizing the transformative power of education, 
Jerrel diligently worked to complete his studies at 
Mercy College where in May 2022, he became the 
first graduate of Ignacio House earning his MBA with 
Distinction. 

Safe & Stable Housing 
Throughout his studies, Jerrel lived at Ignacio House 

where he not only received a holistic suite of supportive 
services propelling him to success, but served as an 
invaluable mentor to other fellow resident scholars 

striving to permanently and successfully reintegrate into 
society. 

Gainful Employment
Equipped with a strong support system, education, and sense 

of purpose, Jerrel earned a full-time position where he applies 
his learned skills and knowledge to accompany people coming 

home from prison in their own journeys of reentry. 

*Jerrel & Fr. Zach on Graduation Day



gener  sity

Welcoming Resident Scholars to St. Patrick’s Cathedral
In the months after his visit, His Eminence invited members of Ignacio House 
to personally join him in the celebration of the Mass of the Lord’s Supper at St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral in Manhattan. Cardinal Dolan took time in his homily 
to praise the incredible work of our resident scholars who were continuing their 
education while ambitiously navigating the journey of successful reentry beyond the 
prison walls. He then invited three current residents and one alumnus to participate 
in the sacred foot washing ritual performed in Catholic communities around the 
world on one of the most solemn days of the liturgical year. 

Cardinal Dolan Visits Ignacio House of Studies
On December 15, 2021, Thrive For Life had the incredible honor of welcoming 
Cardinal Timothy Dolan, Archbishop of New York, to our Ignacio House of 
Studies. Cardinal Dolan celebrated Mass with resident scholars and members of the 
Thrive For Life community and took time to meet and connect with each of them. 
Reflecting on his visit, His Eminence insisted that serving our brothers and sisters 
behind the walls is “an essential ministry.” 

But that was only the beginning…

Cardinal Dolan’s Gift of a New Convent
Moved by the testimonies and hard work of our resident scholars, Cardinal Dolan decided 
that he wanted to play a direct role in our mission. This past year, His Eminence gifted 
Thrive For Life a former convent in Manhattan which will serve as a brand new house of 
studies for up to fifteen resident scholars continuing their college education. 
	 Nestled in a bustling and vibrant neighborhood, the new space is maximally 
conducive to forging even stronger bonds of community and will propel Thrive For Life’s 
expansion forward. We celebrate His Eminence’s generosity and care for our mission as we 
come together as a community and Church to transform lives behind & beyond prison walls.

*Cardinal Dolan & Resident Scholar Italo S.



We are pleased to present this financial summary for our 
2021-2022 fiscal year (July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022) :

Total Operating Revenue
$910,752.88

Total Operating Expenses
$689,975.00

20+19+12+49
21+12+67

Foundations
 $ 444,692.42 (49%)

Individual Contributions
 $ 181,853.79 (20%)

Corporate Contributions
 $ 175,843.75 (19%)

Other
 $ 108,362.92 (12%)

Programs
 $ 462,978.00 (67%)

Fundraising
 $ 146,030.00 (21%)

Management
 $ 80,967.00 (12%)

financials

3,500+
Newsletters Behind Walls sent

3000+
Retreat Participants 

100% linked to permanet housing

0 recidivism

Cost Avoidance
Exponential savings to taxpayers

Social Impact  over Six Years
     Cost avoidance  +        Income generation

One Resident Scholar
$198,720 + $246,000

City Shelter
Daily cost per person
Piecemeal programming

VS

A single cot in the city shelter compared to a safe, stable and supportive living community.

$138

3,500+

3,000+

100%

0%

Ignacio House 
Daily cost per resident scholar

Holistic services

$46

$7+ Million 
dollars back into
the U.S. Economy

per Ignacio House
every 6 years

Newsletters Sent
Behind Prison Walls

Scholars linked to 
permanent housing

Recidivism RatesRetreat Participants
Behind Prison Walls

One Ignacio House
$2,980,000 + $3,960,000



 
$50,000+
Anonymous Family Foundation
Catholic Charities, Diocese Of Brooklyn
Raskob Foundation for 
     Catholic Activities   
Sensient Technologies Found., Inc.
USA East Province Of 
     The Society Of Jesus
$25,000 to $49,000
Annette Grant
Maldari Foundation
Sommer Brothers Charitable Found.
State Street Foundation, Inc.
Xavier High School
$10,000 to $24,999
Church of St. Pius X
Merritt Charitable Found., Inc
Mickael Ohana
Stephen Grieder
The Donald D. Lynch Family Found.
The Hyde and Watson Found.
Zita Erdei-Desai
$5,000 to $9,999
Albert Muzaurieta
Ciszek Hall Jesuit Residential Col.
Francie S. Campbell
Miller Family Foundation
Robert Indresano
Ron Hallagan
Russ Krivor
The Catholic Charities of 
     the Archdiocese of New York
Tim & Mary Casey
Xavier Jesuit Community
$1,000 to $4,999
America House Jesuit Community
Beth Leventhal
Brian Hotaling
Brian J Hendricks
Church of St. Thomas Aquinas
Craig Staub
David McGarry
Dominic & Donna Digirolamo
Doug & Mary Harless
Ellen Enderes
Ethelyn L. Smyley

Eugene Bormann
Henry Edward James
His Eminence, 
     Timothy Cardinal Dolan
Humanities New York
Jeran Family Foundation
Joan Schultz
John J. Gallagher
Katherine Millner
Kathleen Friel
Kristin McDonough
Lorraine M. Sheehan
Mary Dornbush
Mary Lynn Corwin
Our Lady Help of Christians
Patricia Ryan-Dudek
Robert Ferrara
Sabina Fila
Sandra J. Dratler
Sean Read
Sisters of Charity of New York
Steven & Patricia Presutti
Sylvia Picard-Schmitt
Teresa Black
Benevity Community Impact Fund
The Jesuit Community at 
     Boston College High School
Will Liao
William Bulger
$500 to $999
Ann McGowan
Barry Gilman
Bina Julian
Brian Neary
Carolyn Barnhart
Constance Von Hagen
Deborah Green
Derick Beckles
Dominic Ramos-Ruiz
Erin Byrne
Fairfield Jesuit Community
Gabrielle W. Lurie
Guadalupe Rivera
Jayne Booker
Jesuit Novitiate of 
     St. Alberto Hurtado
John Burns

Joseph Hollister
Karen Kleppe Lembo
Kimberly Smith
Kyle Malstrom
Marjorie F. McDonnell
Martha Pascual
Michael Termini
Molly Heines
Our Lady of the Snows Chruch
Patrice Bouteiller
Patti Crouch
Paul Melo
Paul Miller
Peter D'sa
Pik Wai Chin
Rev. Jack Replogle S.J.
Robert Ching
Roseann Bonadia
Sharon M. Russo
The Great Foundation, 
     c/o Gary Freidman, Trustee
Thomas O'Malley
Thomas Stapleton
William R Dipippo Revocable Trust
Up to $499
Alan Ahles
Alan van Capelle
Alexander Xerxes Jaudines
Alice M. Boyne
Alison Miller
Alvaro Pacheco
Amazon Smile
Andres Kwok
Andria Wisler
Angela De Souza
Angela Lamanna
Anindita Dhar
Anita D'Costa
Anna Bartoli
Anne Hoffman
Anu Johns
Ashley McKinless
Barbara A Lee
Barbara Brozovic
Barbara Panepinto

Bart Erbach
Bertha Cabrera
Beth Tomasovich
Beverley Johnstone
Bienvenido R. Jongco
Bob Hernandez
Bob Marra
Bobbin Chakyayil
Boeing - The Blackbaud Found.
Boreta Singleton
Brian Martis
Bruce Filak
Cameron Stewart
Carl J Arico
Carol Comerford
Catherine H. Lenihan
Cecilia Rostagno
Charles Krieg
Christine Bayly-Guido
Christine Forbes
Christopher Holbrook
Christopher M. Spiller
Church of St. Francis De Sales
Ciaran Freeman
Colleen Boyle
Colleen Vitali
Community Found. of 
Collier County
Corazon Y. Custodio
Cristelle Sens-Castet
Cristina Aguilera
Cristina Zaccarini
Dan Faxel
Daniel Mullen
Daniela Pierro
Danielle Mullahy
Danila Mendoza
David E. Woolwine
David Stein
Davita Scarlett
Deborah Keogh
Deborah Primiano
Deepak Edward
Denis F. Walsh
Diann Greener
Dimitri Petrovsky
Dolores Roddy
Donna D’Urso
Dr. Ed Maron
Dr. Selwyn Baptist
Duvan Gutierrez
Ed Poliandro
Edward and Ann Crosson
Edward Antonio

thank y   u
From long standing partner institutions to members of the Ignatian family, corporations, and 
foundations, Thrive For Life is proud and grateful to benefactors who support currently and 
formerly incarcerated brothers and sisters from July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022. 

Edward C. Maher
Eileen Gatza
Eileen Smith
Elanya Chin
Eleanor Sundaram
Eliza Coleman
Elizabeth Comerford
Elizabeth Guss
Elizabeth Smith
Emilie Trautmann
Emma Winters
Eric Panicco
Erik Broekhuizen
Erika Rasmussen
Eva Dileonardo
Fidelity Charitable
Flora Spera
Fordham University 
     Jesuit Community
Foundation for a Just Society
Frances Biscoglio
Frances Rosenson
Gavin Doobay
George Suttles
Georgette Leblanc
Georgianna McGuire
Geraldine O'Connor
Gloria Peropat
Grace Gustafson
Gregory Corsico
Heather Benz
Heather Trotta
Helen Craig Lynch
Henry Deteskey
Imelda Feranil
Jack Pachuta
Jacqueline Engelhart
Jane Scullin
Janice Jurkanin
JD Long
Jean Weille
Jennifer Oda
Jim Frei
Joan M. Geiger
Joanne Russo
Jodee Fink
Joel Dabu
Johanna Shaghalian
John Belo
John Booth
John D. Pearson
John Murphy
John Rindone
John Sersanti

John Sweeney
John Weber
Johnson & Johnson Foundation
Joseph Graney
Joseph O'Brien
Joseph Sclafani
Joyce Marie Kraus
Judith Del Tredici
Judith E. Falci
Judith E. Falci
Julie Daurizio
June Deteskey
Kara Koirtyohann
Karen DeMasi
Katherine Buck
Kathleen Reddan
Katie Herring
Keara Hanlon
Kelly Shannon
Kenneth Kipka
Kenneth Lobo
Kevin Jackson
Kevin Kavanah
Kevin Wiley
Kim Stack
Kyle Baker
Kyle Beardsley
Ladd Boris
Laurence Ruth
Lee Goldberg
Leslie Williams
Lewis J. Greenwald
Lina Romasanta
Lindsay Willert
Lionel Howard
Lisa Cooper
Luigi A. Bonacini
Luz Rosario
Maimonides Medical Center 
     Risk Management Team
Margaret Lonzetta
Margaret M. Maloney
Margo Hammond
Maria Brinkmann
Maria Brusco
Maria Revilla Candedo
Maria Stamatiou
Maria Zorn
Marie Bannister
Marilyn Kott
Marisa Faunce
Mark Danis
Mark McManus
Mark Wallace

Martina Stoeckl
Mary Ann Morris
Mary Celeste Maloney
Mary Gocher
Mary Jacobson
Mary Zaepfel
Maryann Joseph
Mateo Budinich
Matt Sweeney
Matthew Anju
Medical Staff of Community 
     Medical Center, Inc.
Melinda Senick
Melissa Cedillo
Meredith Begley
Michael E. Zega
Michael Fishtein
Michael O’Loughlin
Michael Roach
Michael Wray
Mike Kott
Mo Kerr
Molly Cahill
Monica Lavia
Monica Serra
Nancy Fava
Nancy L. Pasley
Nancy Lombardi
Nancy Sukenik
Natalie Vielkind
Negretti Chambers
Netta M. D'Souza MD
Nicholas Grimaldi
Nicole Chiaramonte
Nina Valmonte
Olayinka Oghomeh
Pam Dougherty
Pandurang Miskin
Patricia Fuller
Patricia Hammarth
Patricia Schudy
Patricia Shea
Patrick Egan
Paul Engelhart
Paul Kent
Paul Yannolo
Penguin Random House
Peter Adams
Peter G Siuzdak
Peter Haas
Philip Judge S.J.
Pria Shah
Ragavendra Baliga
Raj Borkar

Randy Onxley
Ranjit LoboPrabhu
Rashmi Singh
Ravi Sonti
Renee Ullman
Richard Brown
Richard Clarkson
Richard Gentile
Robert Berkowitz
Robert DeBonis
Robert J. Meckes
Ron Smith
Ronald Bagley
Ronald J. Oberdick
Rosa Del Saz
Rose Anderson
Ryan Lawless
Sally Tsiang
Sara Oswald
Sarah Baumann
Sarah Karkoura
Sarah McGowan
Sheryl Marcouiller
Sister of the Order of St Dominic
Sister Tesa Fitzgerald
Sisters of Charity Ely Hall 2A
Sisters of The Divine Savior
St. Leo R.C. Church
Stefan Broekhuizen
Steven Hillyard
Steven Liantonio
Susan C. Fay
Susan C. Fay
Susan King
Tadhg Dooley
The Blackbaud Giving Found.
Thomas Carnesi
Thomas Gagliardo
Thomas McAuliffe
Thomas Volpicella
Timothy Wohlstadter-Rocha
Tina Ponzo
Tom Pipal
Tricia Karr
Trina Melloy
Vernel Jacob
Virginia Quintana
William & Joann Sadera
William Canning
William Kelly
William McCartin
William McGarry
Yvonne Lawless
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Thrive For Life
30 West 16th St, New York, NY 10011
 (212) 337-7544 | www.thriveforlife.org

Thrive For Life Prison Project Inc is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. 
All donations to Thrive For Life Prison Project, Inc are deductible for 
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